Phaeochromocytoma crisis--a rare indication for extracorporeal membrane oxygenation.
We report on a case of phaeochromocytoma whose initial presentation mimicked an acute myocardial infarction. Veno-arterial extracorporeal membrane oxygenation was used for the management of refractory cardiogenic shock and massive lung oedema. Suspicion and diagnosis of a phaeochromocytoma were made due to its unique clinical presentation during extracorporeal membrane oxygenation. Stabilisation of the crisis and recovery of cardiopulmonary function were achieved using the support of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation. This case highlights the difficulty in the differential diagnosis of cardiogenic shock secondary to phaeochromocytoma and the important role of extracorporeal membrane oxygenation can have in the successful resuscitation and management of these patients.